 
 
To: Warden Chen Jianhua  
Shanghai Women’s Prison  
No. 1601 Zhangjing Road, Sijing Town 
Songjiang District 
Shanghai 201601 
People’s Republic of China  
 
 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands,  January 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Warden Chen, 
 
I am deeply concerned about journalist and human rights defender Zhang Zhan (张展). 
On 19 December 2025, she was sentenced to four more years in prison for “picking quarrels and provoking trouble”, the same baseless charge for which she was previously imprisoned.  
 
Since her appeal in September, her family and lawyer have been denied visits. For days, her whereabouts were unknown until 18 November, when it was confirmed she is held at Shanghai Women’s Prison. They still cannot visit her. Zhang’s health is a serious concern and her current condition is unknown. 
 
I urge you to release Zhang Zhan immediately and quash her convictions. Pending release, allow regular, unrestricted visits by family and lawyers, ensure adequate medical care, and protect her from torture or ill-treatment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  
